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MR. LAKIOTES: Today is December 19, 

2001. The time is approximately 1030 hours. 

I am Battalion Chief Arthur Lakiotes, Safety 

Command of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. I am conducting an interview 

with -- 

A. Ed Moriarty. 

Q. Battalion Chief, concerning the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Ed, will you take us through the day 
and how the events unfolded for you and what your 
day was like. 

A. I arrived here at headquarters and I was 
in the locker room at about 8:30. I came up the 
stairs after getting changed. I came up the 
elevator and I just missed Commissioner Fitzpatrick. 

They must have been on the elevator as I was 
coming up. So when I got to the 8th floor, there 
was nobody, you know, of an upper level, on the 8th 
floor at that point. The first tower had already 
been struck by the plane. The second plane struck 
the second tower, the south tower. At that point I 


realized it was a terrorist act and I decided 
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because there was, you know, most of our command 


staff was over at the scene, you know, Chief Ganci, 
Chief Nigro, I said, "You know, maybe I better stay 
in the building just for a short time and just make 
sure there wasn't going to be another hit in another 
area of the city." And that slight delay caused me 
to get involved with a situation here. I ended up 
in Chief Turi's office, because that's where the 
only phones were working. I started getting 
involved with mutual aide from the other departments 
outside the city. Jersey, Long Island, upstate. I 
got involved with the recall. 

I was working back and forth with FOC, the 
operations command, Chief Ganci. And at that point 
we started to do some, you know, we were doing 
really a support nature. Time went very quickly and 
when the towers actually collapsed I was sitting at 
Chief Turi's desk on the phone with I think an 
upstate company that was looking to see if we needed 
help. At that point we were trying to arrange for 
staging areas for all of them to come into the city 
and to stage, and we were trying to get the outlying 
divisions to, you know, make sure that they would 


stage them and use them properly. 
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With that the first tower came down and 


subsequently at that point my cell phone. I could 
Chief Ganci, Chief Nigro with my cell. You know, 
because of the nature of the phone, and Commissioner 
Feehan. And I tried to reach them from here. I 
left the building and what I did was I went to the 
police academy where we had set up our OEM center 
initially. I was there and then I was at a couple 
of the Emergency Rooms checking to see if our 
members were being brought in there. 

I went to St. Vincent's, but there was nobody 
there. There was one member from Ladder 6 who had 
gotten dug out with a separated shoulder, but that 
was it. 

MR. LAKIOTES: The time is approximately 


10:30. That concludes the interview. 


